
Dr. Tim Gerber, Secretary      February 2, 2017 
University Senate 
119 Independence Hall 
1923 Neil Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43210 
 
 
Dear Dr. Gerber, 
 
 
The Honorary Degrees Committee of the University Senate has carefully reviewed the dossier of 
Professor Dr. Marian Wright-Edelman for an honorary degree from The Ohio State University. 
Professor David Bloome, Distinguished Professor from the College of Education & Human 
Ecology, brought forward the nomination.    
 
Dr. Wright-Edelman is an influential, world-renowned educator. She is the founder and president 
of the Children’s Defense Fund (CDF), the leading voice on behalf of the health and welfare of 
children in the United States.  Since 1973, the Children’s Defense Fund, under the leadership of 
Dr. Wright-Edelman, has advocated for caring families and communities and has made visible 
the toll that poverty and abuse have had on the nation’s children. 
 
Her 1989 book, Families in Peril: An Agenda for Social Change has had deep impacts on social 
policies and public investments directed towards supporting disadvantaged families, especially 
young black women. Acknowledging the impacts of her work, Mrs. Wright Edelman has 
received such honors as a MacArthur Fellowship, Albert Schweitzer Prize for Humanitarianism, 
and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
 
By an overwhelming vote, the Committee recommends that Dr. Marian Wright-Edelman’s 
dossier be forwarded to the University Senate for their consideration, and recommends the title 
of Doctorate of Humane Letters honoris causa.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jose O. Diaz 
Jose O. Diaz, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Chair, Senate Honorary Degrees Committee 
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January 5, 2017 
 
Professor José O. Díaz, Chair 
Honorary Degrees Committee of the University Senate 
University Senate 
The Ohio State University 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
< senate@osu.edu > 
 
Dear Professor Diaz: 
 
As you may remember, I previously submitted a nomination of Dr. Marian Wright Edelman for 
an honorary degree from The Ohio State University.  I was joined in that nomination by 
Professors Jeffery Cohen (Anthropology), Colette Dollarhide (Educational Studies), Evonne 
Halasek (English), Valerie Kinloch (Teaching and Learning), Linda James Myers (African 
American and African Studies), Sarah Schoppe-Sullivan (Human Sciences), Amy Shuman 
(English and Anthropology), Donald Winford (Linguistics) and Ms. Michelle Chambers Robison 
(EHE Office of Faculty Affairs).  We were pleased that the Honorary Degrees Committee of the 
University Senate viewed our nomination favorably and allowed us to proceed to “stage 2” of the 
nomination process.  Stage 2 of the nomination process requires letters of support from internal 
and external scholars.  It also requires a letter from the Dean of the College of Education and 
Human Ecology.  Accompanying this letter is a letter from Dr. Cheryl Achterberg, Dean of the 
College of Education and Human Ecology, and internal and external letters as follows: 
 
Internal 
 
Professor Jackie Blount (Educational Studies) 
Professor Laura Justice (Educational Studies) 
Professor Laurie Katz (Teaching and Learning) 
 
External 
 
Professor Cynthia Lewis (University of Minnesota) 
Professor Jerome Morris (University of Missouri, St. Louis) 
Associate Professor Karen Wohlwend (Indiana University) 
Ms. Brandi Slaughter (Chief Executive Officer, Voices for Ohio’s Children) 
 
You may be interested to learn that Professors Justice, Katz, and Wohlwend are among the 
premier scholars in the field of Early Childhood Education in the nation and internationally and 
each has been recognized in multiple ways for their scholarship and for their advocacy for 
children and families.  Although not an academic scholar, Ms. Slaughter is the CEO of Voices 
for Ohio’s Children an organization advocating for government policies that promote the health, 
welfare, and education of Ohio’s children and families.  Professor Lewis is one of the premier 
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scholars in the nation researching the relationship of families and schools with special attention 
to those children, families, and communities who have traditionally not been well-served by 
educational institutions.  Professor Jerome Morris is one of the premier scholars in the nation in 
the education of African-American children whose research has focused on the creation of 
“community-based” schools.  I also want to note the very strong supporting letter from Dean 
Achterberg.  As you may know, Dean Achterberg has been a strong advocate and a national 
voice for taking an “ecological” perspective of children’s lives, attending not just to their school 
education but to the multiple and diverse contexts of their lives.     
 
 Although Dr. Edelman’s accomplishments are well-known, I note a few of them here similar to 
what I had written in my previous letter to you.  Dr. Edelman is the founder and president of the 
Children’s Defense Fund (CDF), the leading voice on behalf of the health and welfare of 
children in the United States.  Since 1973, the Children’s Defense Fund, under the leadership of 
Dr. Edelman, has advocated for caring families and communities and has made visible the toll 
that poverty and abuse have had on the nation’s children.  The Children’s Defense Fund has also 
been a research center documenting the problems and possible solutions to children in need. The 
impact that the Children’s Defense Fund has had on American society, education, and social 
services extends beyond advocacy.  Under Dr. Edelman’s leadership, the Children’s Defense 
Fund has served as the conscience of American society establishing the right of every child to a 
healthy and caring childhood with a promise of being able to pursue his/her potential through 
high quality education. Dr. Edelman has received numerous awards including the Albert 
Schweitzer Humanitarian Prize, the Heinz Award, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the Robert 
F. Kennedy Lifetime Achievement Award, and she is a MacArthur Foundation Prize Fellow.  Dr. 
Edelman received her Juris Doctor from Yale University in 1963. She was the first African-
American woman admitted to the Mississippi State Bar.  She has authored many books that have 
provided a poignant analysis of the plight of America’s children, especially those children living 
in poverty, children of color, children who are disabled, and children who suffer from mental 
illnesses (e.g., Children Out of School in America (1974), Portrait of Inequality: Black and 
White Children in America (1980), Families in Peril: An Agenda for Social Change (1987), and 
the New York Times bestseller, The Measure of Our Success: A Letter to My Children and Yours 
(1992)).  
 
It is ironic that at a time when our nation has been surging economically, the lives of so many 
children are hindered by poverty, lack of access to needed health care, poor nutrition, and limited 
educational opportunities.  Far too many families struggle to provide for their children.  While 
such conditions are by themselves deplorable and call for change, as devastating is the lack of 
hope and dreaming that accompany these conditions.  What strikes me as remarkable and unique 
about Dr. Edelman is not only that she has provided leadership for addressing the trenchant ills 
and obstacles that so many children and families face, but that she has generated hope and the 
opportunity to dream of a better life.  Through her writings, speeches, and leadership Dr. 
Edelman has provided hope and dreams not only for children mired in poverty, but for our nation 
as whole.  Too often, our political, business, educational leaders, and the citizenry in general 
have taken the existence of child poverty as unresolvable and just turned away; they, too, have 
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become hopeless and dreamless.   Dr. Edelman, and the Children’s Defense Fund, have shown 
otherwise; that there is every reason to believe that we can do better by all of our children, that 
no child need be left behind.  Here in Columbus this is most visible in the work of the Children 
Defense Fund’s Freedom Schools, the Beat the Odds College Scholarships, the CDF awards for 
advocates for children, the ongoing advocacy for children with state and local government, and 
the outreach that the local CDF branch does to government, business, religious, and educational 
organizations. 
 
As Dean Achterberg mentioned in her letter, should Dr. Edelman receive an honorary doctorate 
from The Ohio State University, the College of Education and Human Ecology would invite and 
sponsor Dr. Edelman to come to campus to talk with and inspire faculty, students, staff, and the 
local education and child welfare and advocacy community.  Dr. Achterberg notes, and I 
highlight, that the values that Dr. Edelman embodies are the values that we hold in our college 
and are the values of The Ohio State University more broadly.   
 
It has been my honor to coordinate the nomination of Dr. Marian Wright Edelman for an 
honorary doctoral degree from The Ohio State University.    I would be glad to provide you and 
the committee with any additional information or materials that you might need. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
David Bloome 
EHE Distinguished Professor  
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Biographical Information from a Published Source – Marion Wright Edelman 
 
Please note: We have included biographical information about Marion Wright Edelman from 
two sources.  The first is from the Children’s Defense Fund.  The second is from Wikipedia.  
The Wikipedia entry is more extensive than other sources we found and thus we thought it 
would be useful.  We are aware that Wikipedia entries occasionally do not have a high 
standard of rigor; thus, we have included it as a second source rather than as a stand-alone 
source.   

 
 
From < http://www.childrensdefense.org/about/leadership/marian-wright-edelman/ > 
 
 

Marian Wright Edelman, founder and president of the Children's Defense Fund (CDF), 
has been an advocate for disadvantaged Americans for her entire professional life. Under her 
leadership, CDF has become the nation’s strongest voice for children and families. The 
Children's Defense Fund’s Leave No Child Behind® mission is to ensure every child a 
Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start, and a Moral Start in life and successful 
passage to adulthood with the help of caring families and communities. 

Mrs. Edelman, a graduate of Spelman College and Yale Law School, began her career 
in the mid-60s when, as the first black woman admitted to the Mississippi Bar, she directed 
the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund office in Jackson, Mississippi. In l968, she 
moved to Washington, D.C., as counsel for the Poor People's Campaign that Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. began organizing before his death. She founded the Washington Research 
Project, a public interest law firm and the parent body of the Children's Defense Fund. For 
two years she served as the Director of the Center for Law and Education at Harvard 
University and in l973 began CDF. 

Mrs. Edelman served on the Board of Trustees of Spelman College which she chaired 
from 1976 to 1987 and was the first woman elected by alumni as a member of the Yale 
University Corporation on which she served from 1971 to 1977. She has received over a 
hundred honorary degrees and many awards including the Albert Schweitzer Humanitarian 
Prize, the Heinz Award, and a MacArthur Foundation Prize Fellowship. In 2000, she received 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian award, and the Robert F. 
Kennedy Lifetime Achievement Award for her writings which include: Families in Peril: An 
Agenda for Social Change; The Measure of Our Success: A Letter to My Children and Yours; 
Guide My Feet: Meditations and Prayers on Loving and Working for Children; Stand for 
Children; Lanterns: A Memoir of Mentors; Hold My Hand: Prayers for Building a Movement to 
Leave No Child Behind; I'm Your Child, God: Prayers for Our Children; I Can Make a 
Difference: A Treasury to Inspire Our Children; and The Sea Is So Wide and My Boat Is So 
Small: Charting a Course for the Next Generation. 

She is a board member of the Robin Hood Foundation and the Association to Benefit 
Children, and is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the American Philosophical 
Society, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the Institute of Medicine of the 
National Academy of Sciences. 

- See more at: http://www.childrensdefense.org/about/leadership/marian-wright-
edelman/#sthash.ky0JbAN5.dpuf 
  

5

http://www.childrensdefense.org/about/leadership/marian-wright-edelman/
http://www.childrensdefense.org/about/leadership/marian-wright-edelman/#sthash.ky0JbAN5.dpuf
http://www.childrensdefense.org/about/leadership/marian-wright-edelman/#sthash.ky0JbAN5.dpuf


 
 

From < https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marian_Wright_Edelman > 
 
Marian Wright Edelman (born June 6, 1939) is an American activist for the rights of children. 
She has been an advocate for disadvantaged Americans for her entire professional life. She 
is president and founder of the Children's Defense Fund. 
 

Contents 
   1 Early years 
   2 Activism 
   3 Personal life 
   4 Honors and awards 
   5 Bibliography 
   6 References 
   7 Further reading 
   8 External links 
 
Early years 

Marian Wright was born June 6, 1939 in Bennettsville, South Carolina. In 1953, her 
father died when she was 14, urging in his last words, "Don't let anything get in the way of 
your education."[1] 

She attended Marlboro Training High School in Bennettsville, and went on to Spelman 
College and traveled the world on a Merrill scholarship and studied in the Soviet Union as a 
Lisle fellow. She also became involved in the Civil Rights Movement, and after being arrested 
for her activism, she decided to study law and enrolled at Yale Law School where she earned 
a Juris Doctor in 1963 
 
Activism 

Edelman was the first African American woman admitted to The Mississippi Bar. She 
began practicing law with the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.'s Mississippi 
office, working on racial justice issues connected with the civil rights movement and 
representing activists during the Mississippi Freedom Summer of 1964. She also helped 
establish a Head Start program . 

Edelman moved in 1968 to Washington, D.C. where she continued her work and 
contributed to the organizing of the Poor People's Campaign of Martin Luther King Jr. and the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. She founded the Washington Research Project, 
a public interest law firm and also became interested in issues related to childhood 
development and children. 

In 1973, she founded the Children's Defense Fund as a voice for poor children, 
children of color,and children with disabilities. The organization has served as an advocacy 
and research center for children's issues, documenting the problems and possible solutions 
to children in need. She also became involved in several school desegregation cases and 
served on the board of the Child Development Group of Mississippi, which represented one 
of the largest Head Start programs in the country.[2] 

As founder, leader and principal spokesperson for the CDF, Mrs. Edelman worked to 
persuade Congress to overhaul foster care, support adoption, improve child care and protect 
children who are disabled, homeless, abused or neglected. A philosophy of service absorbed 
during her childhood under-girds all her efforts. As she expresses it, "If you don’t like the way 
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the world is, you have an obligation to change it. Just do it one step at a time." 
She continues to advocate youth pregnancy prevention, child-care funding, prenatal 

care, greater parental responsibility in teaching values and curtailing what she sees as 
children’s exposure to the barrage of violent images transmitted by mass media. Edelman 
serves on the board of the New York City based Robin Hood Foundation, a charitable 
organization dedicated to the elimination of poverty. 
 
Personal life 

During a tour by Robert Kennedy and Joseph Clark of Mississippi's poverty-ridden 
Delta slums in 1967, she met Peter Edelman, an assistant to Kennedy. They married on July 
14, 1968. Edelman and her husband, a Georgetown law professor, have three children: 
Joshua, Jonah, and Ezra. Joshua is an educational administrator; Jonah, a Ph.D. from 
Oxford University, works in education advocacy; Ezra is a television producer. 

 
Honors and awards 
• 1985 MacArthur Fellowship 
• 1985 Barnard Medal of Distinction 
• 1986 Doctor of Laws, honoris causa Bates College 
• 1988 Albert Schweitzer Prize for Humanitarianism 
• 1991 Award for Greatest Public Service Benefiting the Disadvantaged, an award given out 

annually by Jefferson Awards.[3] 
• 1992 Boy Scouts of America, Silver Buffalo Award 
• 1995 Community of Christ International Peace Award 
• 1996 The 2nd Annual Heinz Award in the Human Condition[4] 
• 2000 Presidential Medal of Freedom 
• A Marlboro County library named in honor of Edelman, opened on February 22, 2010,[5] in 

her hometown of Bennettsville, South Carolina.[6][7] 
• 2011 Rathbun Visiting Fellow at Stanford University 
• 2014 Rhode Island School of Design: MLK Celebration Series Annual Honoree and 

Keynote Speaker [8] 
Bibliography 
• Edelman, Marian Wright (1975). Winson and Dovie Hudson's Dream. Cambridge: Harvard 

University. OCLC 49643782. 
• Edelman, Marian Wright (1981). American Children and Families. Washington, D.C.: 

Religious Action Center. OCLC 7968448. 
• Edelman, Marian Wright (1987). Families in Peril: An Agenda for Social Change. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. ISBN 0-674-29228-6. 
• Edelman, Marian Wright (1992). The Measure of Our Success. Boston: Beacon Press. 

ISBN 0-8070-3102-X. 
• Edelman, Marian Wright (1993). Kids and Guns: A National Disgrace. Washington, D.C.: 

Educational Fund To End Handgun Violence. OCLC 32644803. 
• Edelman, Marian Wright (1995). Guide My Feet. Boston: Beacon Press. ISBN 0-8070-

2308-6. 
• Edelman, Marian Wright; Adrienne Yorinks (1998). Stand for Children. New York: Hyperion 

Books for Children. ISBN 0-7868-0365-7. 
• Edelman, Marian Wright (1999). Lanterns: A Memoir of Mentors. Boston: Beacon Press. 

ISBN 0-8070-7214-1. 
• Edelman, Marian Wright (2000). The State of America's Children. Boston: Beacon. 

OCLC 46480964. 
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• Edelman, Marian Wright (2002). I'm Your Child, God: Prayers for Children and Teenagers. 
New York: Hyperion. ISBN 0-7868-0597-8. 

• Edelman, Marian Wright (2005). I Can Make a Difference: A Treasury to Inspire Our 
Children. New York: HarperCollins. ISBN 0-06-028051-4. 

• Edelman, Marian Wright (2008). The Sea Is so Wide and My Boat Is so Small. New York: 
Hyperion. ISBN 978-1-4013-2333-2. 

•  
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December 28, 2016 
 
David Bloome 
EHE Distinguished Professor of Teaching and Learning 
225 Ramseyer Hall, 29 N. Woodruff Ave. 
The Ohio State University 
Columbus, OH 43210 
 
Dear David: 
 
I am pleased to support the nomination of Marian Wright Edelman for an honorary doctoral degree from 
The Ohio State University. I can think of no one from our time who has done more than she to improve 
the life chances of children throughout our country. That is a bold statement. Nonetheless, I believe it is 
justified by the powerful, thoughtful, and multifaceted strategies she has employed through her lifetime in 
support of children’s well-being.  
 
Wright Edelman began her advocacy for children as an attorney, directing the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund in Mississippi and serving as counsel for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Poor People’s 
Campaign. She then combined her legal skills with her broad commitment to education when she served 
as Director of the Center for Law and Education at Harvard. Right after that, she founded the Children’s 
Defense Fund, the long-standing and highly respected organization with which she is most closely 
identified. She is widely regarded for her ability to create and marshal extensive policy research in 
support of child-positive federal legislation. She is sought-after for her galvanizing public speaking skills. 
She is known as a highly effective leader and administrator who builds strong, independent organizations. 
Through her broad advocacy of children, a commitment to education has been an essential component of 
her work, whether it is through improving conditions in schools, bringing information and resources to 
communities, or educating lawmakers.  
 
It is hardly surprising that Wright Edelman has been chosen for a MacArthur “genius award, the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, as well as dozens of honorary degrees. Her work has been extraordinary 
by any standard. I would like to see her receive an honorary doctoral degree from The Ohio State 
University, though, because I believe she embodies many of the highest values of our great institution in 
her commitment to public service and advocacy for all. As an educator who helps to prepare future 
educators, I believe she represents the best of our aspirations for ourselves and our students. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Jackie M. Blount 
Professor 
History of Education Society, President 

College of Education and Human Ecology 
Department of Educational Studies 

 
101C Ramseyer Hall 

29 West Woodruff Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43210 

 
614-292-3552 Phone 

blount.36@osu.edu 
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January 1, 2017 
 
Dear Colleagues, 

 
This letter provides my unequivocal and enthusiastic support for the recognition of Mrs. Marian Wright Edelman 
with an honorary doctorate from The Ohio State University. Prior recipients, such as David Gergen, Anna Glenn, 
and Ruth Bader Ginsberg, are among the most well-respected and esteemed leaders in their respective areas, from 
political analysis to public service, in the same vein as Mrs. Wright Edelman is for work on behalf of children 
across the globe. The founder of the Children’s Defense Fund in 1973, Mrs. Wright Edelman has for decades 
relentlessly engaged in public service campaigns and initiatives to improve and protect the well-being of children, 
especially those who are disadvantaged. Her 1989 book, Families in Peril: An Agenda for Social Change, has had 
deep impacts on social policies and public investments directed towards supporting disadvantaged families, 
especially young black women. Acknowledging the impacts of her work, Mrs. Wright Edelman has received such 
honors as a MacArthur Fellowship, Albert Schweitzer Prize for Humanitarianism, and the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. 
 
Undoubtedly, Mrs. Wright Edelman’s credentials and experiences are worthy of our university’s conferring an 
honorary doctorate, thereby recognizing her extraordinary work on behalf of disadvantaged children and families; 
our university’s commitment to ensuring diversity among our honorees; and our university’s dedication to research, 
service, and teaching in the fields of early childhood education and child development.  

 
 
Cordially, 
 

 
Laura Justice, PhD 
EHE Distinguished Professor, Educational Psychology 
Executive Director, Crane Center for Early Childhood Research and Policy & Schoenbaum Family Center 
justice.57@osu.edu 

 

College of Education and Human Ecology 
                  Crane Center for Early Childhood Research & Policy 
 

Schoenbaum Family Center @ Weinland Park 
175 E 75th 

Columbus, OH 43201 
E-mail justice.57@osu.edu 
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January 2, 2017 
Professor Jose O. Diaz, Chair 
Honorary Degrees Committee of the University Senate 
University Senate  
The Ohio State University 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 
Dear Professor Diaz: 
 
I highly recommend Dr. Marion Wright Edelman for an honorary degree from The Ohio State 
University. As Professor of Early Childhood Education at The Ohio State University, I’m very familiar 
with Dr. Edelman’s accomplishments and consider her an exemplary model for her leadership in 
research and advocacy for the rights of young children. The Children’s Defense Fund (CDF), founded 
by Dr. Edelman in 1973 embodies critical values that I impart to my students, such as the need to 
provide a voice for children from low socio-economic backgrounds, children from diverse cultural & 
linguistic backgrounds and children with disabilities. In my courses, I highlight many pertinent 
children’s issues that CDF has always advocated for, such as increasing prenatal care, high quality early 
childhood education, improving the lives of children who have been abused and neglected and/or 
homeless.  
 
Providing an Honorary degree to Dr. Marion Wright Edelman would highlight important values of 
developing a solid foundation for children in their early years so they can grow to be the leaders of our 
next generation.  

 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Laurie Katz, Professor of Early Childhood Education                                                                                       
Department of Teaching & Learning 

 

College of Education and Human Ecology 
 

Department of Teaching and Learning 
333 Arps Hall 

1945 North High Street 
Columbus, OH 43210-1170 

 
Phone (614) 292-1257 

Fax (614) 292-7695 
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November 22, 2015 
 
Professor José O. Díaz, Chair 
Honorary Degrees Committee of the University Senate 
University Senate 
The Ohio State University 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
< senate@osu.edu > 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
It is our pleasure to nominate Dr. Marion Wright Edelman for an honorary degree from The Ohio 
State University.  
 
Dr. Edelman is the founder and president of the Children’s Defense Fund, the leading voice on 
behalf of the health and welfare of children in the United States.  Since 1973, the Children’s 
Defense Fund, under the leadership of Dr. Edelman, has advocated for caring families and 
communities and has made visible the toll that poverty and abuse have had on the nation’s 
children.  The Children’s Defense Fund has also been a research center documenting the 
problems and possible solutions to children in need. The impact that the Children’s Defense 
Fund has had on American society, education, and social services extends beyond advocacy.  
Under Dr. Edelman’s leadership, the Children’s Defense Fund has served as the conscience of 
American society establishing the right of every child to a healthy and caring childhood with a 
promise of being able to pursue his/her potential through high quality education.  We note that 
the phrase “No Child Left Behind” originated with the Children’s Defense Fund, encapsulating 
what has now become a commonly held value across the nation.   
 
Dr. Edelman has received numerous awards including the Albert Schweitzer Humanitarian Prize, 
the Heinz Award, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the Robert F. Kennedy Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and she is a MacArthur Foundation Prize Fellow.  She was the first 
African-American woman admitted to the Mississippi State Bar.  
 
With regard to her academic accomplishments, Dr. Edelman received her Juris Doctor from Yale 
University in 1963. She has authored many books that have provided a poignant analysis of the 
plight of America’s children, especially those children living in poverty, children of color, 
children who are disabled, and children who suffer from mental illnesses (e.g., Children Out of 
School in America (1974), Portrait of Inequality: Black and White Children in America (1980), 
Families in Peril: An Agenda for Social Change (1987), and the New York Times bestseller, The 
Measure of Our Success: A Letter to My Children and Yours (1992)).  
 
Simply stated, through her leadership in the Children’s Defense Fund, her publications, her 
advocacy efforts with Congress and numerous government administrations, her activity as a 
lawyer, her teaching, her leadership through the Children’s Defense Fund in establishing 
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“Freedom Schools” throughout the nation (including in Columbus), and many other tireless 
efforts, the health, welfare and promise of every child are now viewed as everyone’s 
responsibility and a responsibility of each of our social institutions (government, education, 
church, business and industry, etc.).  (It was not all that long ago, that the health and welfare of 
children were predominately viewed as primarily if not solely a responsibility of individual 
families and charitable organizations).  
 
Dr. Edelman’s leadership combines advocacy, detailed and thorough research across disciplinary 
domains (e.g., education, law, child development, ethics), and the powerful and clear articulation 
of educational and social issues.   
 
Because of the accomplishments noted above, the under signed faculty and staff believe that Dr. 
Edelman has made an eminent distinction on American society and is deserving of an honorary 
degree from The Ohio State University.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
David Bloome 
EHE Distinguished Professor  
Department of Teaching and Learning 
 

 
Jeffrey Cohen 
Professor 
Anthropology 
 

 
Colette Dollarhide 
Associate Professor 
Department of Educational Studies 
 

 
Kay Halasek 
Associate Professor 
Department of English 
Ohio State University 
 

13



Valerie Kinloch 
Valerie Kinloch 
Professor 
Department of Teaching and Learning 
Director, EHE Office of Diversity and Inclusion 
 

 
Linda James Myers 
Professor 
Director, AAAS Community Extension Center 
College of Arts and Sciences  
Department of African American and African Studies 
 

 
Michelle Chambers Robison 
Assistant to the Associate Dean 
Office of Faculty Affairs, College of Education & Human Ecology 
 

 
Sarah Schoppe-Sullivan 
Professor 
Department of Human Sciences 
 

 
Amy Shuman 
O.S.U. Distinguished Scholar 
Professor of Folklore 
Departments of English and Anthropology 
Director, Disability Studies 
Director, Diversity and Inclusion Studies Collective 
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Don Winford 
Professor  
Department of Linguistics 
 
 
P.S. None of the nominators signed above has any relationship with Dr. Marion Wright Edelman.  
Further, to the best of our knowledge, Dr. Edelman does not have a relationship with The Ohio 
State University.   
 
P.P. S.  For communication with the signators to this letter, please contact David Bloome at 
bloome.1@osu.edu (225 Ramseyer Hall). 
 
 
 
Enc: Biographical Information 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
 
Twin Cities Campus Department of Curriculum and Instruction 125 Peik Hall 
 College of Education and Human 159 Pillsbury Drive S.E. 
 Development Minneapolis, MN 55455-0208 

  Office: 612-625-4006 

  Fax: 612-624-8277
 
January 2, 2017 
 
 
Dear Members of the Honorary Degree Committee: 
 
It is a distinct pleasure to offer this letter of support for the nomination of Dr. Marian 
Wright Edelman for an honorary degree at The Ohio State University.  It is difficult to 
imagine a recipient more deserving that Dr. Edelman.  Given that she has received over 
one hundred honorary degrees and numerous highly prestigious awards, it should come 
as no surprise that her accomplishments and credentials are extraordinary and deeply 
worthy of the honor.  
 
Dr. Edelman is founder and president of the Children’s Defense Fund, the country’s 
foremost organization in advocating for children and families, particularly those who are 
poor, disabled, and disenfranchised. Her commitment to improving the lives of poor and 
under-resourced children led her to coin the phrase “No child left behind,” which, as we 
know, has since been appropriated by federal and state educational agencies interested 
primarily in accountability and assessment.  Dr. Edelman’s use of the phrase, however, is 
far more powerful than its appropriation in that it represents a moral imperative to 
acknowledge society’s neglect of disadvantaged children and advocate for policy to 
improve their health, education, and welfare. Her work in these areas has been tireless 
and far-reaching.  
 
Dr. Edelman has authored many acclaimed books that lay out an agenda for social change 
and offer wisdom to others who work on behalf of children. Reading her work, one has 
the sense of a multi-dimensional life--one of scholarship, community activism, teaching, 
faith, and leadership--merging to create something bigger than any one aspect on its own.  
 
Her life and her work have been inspirational to those of us in the field of education for 
its long-term advocacy for systemic change in education by opposing racial injustice 
(influencing policy to intervene in discipline practices, for example) and improving the 
educational outcomes of poor children and children of color. In addition, she has created 
liberatory educational opportunities for children through the establishment of Freedom 
Schools that foster children’s access to books and engagement in reading as well as 
leadership development opportunities for youth.  
 
A signature characteristic of the Children’s Defense Fund, “policy in action,” is an apt 
description of Dr. Edelman’s life work. This is the kind of work that demands 
interdisciplinary problem-solving and collaborative leadership; it is the kind of work that 
inspires us all to be accountable for the safety and welfare of children as the primary 
measure of our humanity and our commitment to a just future. 
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Dr. Marian Wright Edelman’s leadership continues to be visionary and her impact 
profound.  I support Dr. Edelman’s nomination with great enthusiasm and the deepest 
respect. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
 
Cynthia Lewis, Ph.D. 
Emma M. Birkmaier Professor of Educational Leadership 
Chair, Department of Curriculum and Instruction 
lewis@umn.edu 
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One	  University	  Boulevard	  
255	  Marillac	  Hall	  

St.	  Louis,	  Missouri	  	  63121-‐4400	  
Telephone:	  314-‐516-‐5927	  

Email:	  morrisjer@umsl.edu	  

 

	  

January 2, 2017 
 
Professor José O. Díaz, Chair 
Honorary Degrees Committee of the University Senate 
University Senate 
The Ohio State University 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 

This letter represents one of a collection of letters to support Marian Wright Edelman, the 
president and founder of the Children’s Defense Fund and a tireless advocate for children, 
families and civil and human rights, for an honorary doctorate at The Ohio State University. At 
the core of Marian Wright Edelman’s intellectual leadership and advocacy—which span more 
than half a century—is an unwavering and a deep and abiding commitment to eradicating 
entrenched racial and economic inequalities and discrimination.  
 

It is unquestionable that Marian Wright Edelman, a graduate of Spelman College and Yale 
University’s Law School, has not only shaped the broader national conversation around ensuring 
that “the least of thee” are provided with the resources necessary for a fulfilling life, her social 
justice work has provided an essential framework for academics and scholars who have 
researched issues around school integration, families and communities, head start, and early 
childhood education. Increasingly, researchers and policymakers are realizing the importance of 
examining education-related matters beyond the study of individual actors such as teachers, 
students, or district leaders, by incorporating a greater awareness of how other variables shape 
children’s social and educational experiences and outcomes. Marian Wright Edelman informed 
us of the importance of this “ecological understanding” of children’s and families’ lives decades 
ago. Through her founding of the Children’s Defense Fund and its research program over the 
years, she raised everyone’s awareness of the need for more authentic understandings of how 
social forces such as poverty and discrimination influence children’s and families’ lives and the 
importance of developing effective strategies for positive social change.  
 

Not only has Marian Wright Edelman been an iconic figure in the broad areas of civil rights 
and social justice, most importantly, she has been a principled one. No matter the political winds, 
she has remained a champion of creating a just and equitable society for all, especially those who 
have been left behind. Too often, those who attempt to challenge and reform society forget about 
the importance of reflecting on and making sure that they, too, remain open to change while 
avoiding the danger of self-righteousness. Marian Wright Edelman’s selflessness, advocacy, 
devotion, and authenticity personify the best of who we are as a nation.  

 
Although she is the founder of arguably the most visible and active organization to address 

children’s issues in the United States, Marian Wright Edelman has also been a prolific author 
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whose many books (more than 10) have reached academic and lay communities, provided 
intellectual and practical insights, and garnered recognition from people from all walks of life. 
Numerous awards, including receiving the MacArthur Foundation’s “Genius Grant” as 
recognition for melding intellectual and personal insights with political, community, and 
educational advocacy, complement this scholarly portfolio. As a researcher and educator whose 
own body of scholarship has been inspired by Edelman’s intellectual leadership and legacy, it 
has been rewarding and encouraging to see someone whose work models to me the best of who 
we can be as intellectuals, researchers, academics, and most of all, humans.  
 

While honoring how her unique experiences as an African American female growing up in 
the segregated South shaped and inspired her worldview and passion, Marian Wright Edelman 
also understood the significance of using these experiences and her insights to transform lives. 
This perspective launched her as a central figure working with Robert F. Kennedy, and through 
her educational experiences, international travels, and legal advocacy, set her on the course of re-
shaping the nation’s discourse around children’s welfare and education. A trailblazer in so many 
ways, she continues to be an important national voice for children and families from all 
backgrounds.  
 

Finally, Marian Wright Edelman has been resolute in her commitment to social justice, 
intellectual and political engagement, service, and young people; many of these young people 
come from historically marginalized social groups. Selecting her as a recipient of an honorary 
doctorate would represent the best of The Ohio State University and further distinguish the 
institution as a first-rate and cutting-edge place for innovative and engaged intellectual thought 
and scholarship. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by telephone at 314-
516-5927, or by email me at morrisjer@umsl.edu. 
 
Sincerely,   

 
Jerome E. Morris, PhD 
The E. Desmond Lee Endowed Professor of Urban Education  
(In conjunction with St. Louis Public Schools)  
Research Fellow at the Public Policy Research Center 
The University of Missouri-St. Louis 
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       December 20, 2016 
 

Professor José O. Díaz, Chair 
Honorary Degrees Committee of the University Senate 
University Senate 
The Ohio State University 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
senate@osu.edu  
 
 
Dear Professor Diaz: 
  
As the CEO of Voices for Ohio’s Children, it is my pleasure to write a letter in support of 
Dr. Marian Wright Edelman’s nomination to receive an honorary degree from The Ohio 
State University. Voices is a multi-issue, non-partisan advocacy organization that helps 
ensure the needs of Ohio’s 2.6 million children are prioritized at the state and federal 
levels. As a long-time child advocate, I have closely followed the career and 
accomplishments of Dr. Marian Wright Edelman, founder and president of the national 
Children’s Defense Fund. You’d be hard pressed to find a more tireless advocate for 
children, particularly minority children and the poor.  
 
The Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) is one of the leading champions of our nation’s 
children, providing a prominent voice and a platform for our youngest and most 
vulnerable citizens. It is the embodiment of Dr. Edelman’s vision to “leave no child 
behind.” When national economic, health, and other crises arise, we in the child advocate 
community look to CDF and, in particular, to Dr. Edelman for guidance and leadership on 
addressing the impacts on our children.  
 
For decades, CDF has partnered with organizations like Voices to build bipartisan support 
for policies that help millions of children gain access to quality healthcare and education 
and life-changing opportunities. Under Dr. Edelman, CDF has distinguished itself not only 
in child advocacy, but also for essential, systematic research on child-specific issues and 
on social issues deeply impacting them, including poverty, childcare, education, 
healthcare, juvenile justice, child welfare, and racism.    
 
Throughout her life and career, she has defied expectations and fought for justice, equity, 
and a more caring society that fully addresses the needs of every child. America’s children 
are better represented, better educated, and better prepared for adulthood because of 
Marian Wright Edelman.  Based on these accomplishments and her life-long service, I 
believe that Dr. Edelman is the kind of extraordinary leader truly deserving of an honorary 
degree from The Ohio State University.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Brandi Slaughter, JD 
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