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Table of Reference – Letters of Support 
 

 
Below is a table of all letters of support accompanying this application.  Letters encompass senior 
leaders at Ohio State, existing institutes and centers on campus, students and faculty supported by 
TDA, and nationally recognized data centers and institutes.  
 
 

Organization / Unit Support Type 

College of Arts & Sciences, Lead Dean of 
TDA** 

College-Level Support 

College of Engineering  College-level Support 

Executive Dean, Health Sciences Colleges College-level Support 

John Glenn College of Public Affairs  College-level Support 

Industry Liaison Office Sustaining Support 

Ohio State Corporate Engagement Office Sustaining Support 

JobsOhio External Partner – Business Development 

Columbus2020 External Partner – Business Development 

Chemical Abstracts Service External Partner – Research 

Ohio Supercomputer Center External Partner – Research 

Ayaz Hyder, PhD TDA Affiliated Faculty 

Rajiv Ramnath, PhD Faculty Member  

Advanced Computing Center for the Arts and 
Design (ACCAD) 

Partner – Existing Center 

Center for Urban and Regional Analysis Partner – Existing Center 

Mathematical Bioscience Institute Partner – Existing Center 

University Libraries Partner – Existing Center 

Big Data & Analytics Association Partner – Student Engagement 

Michigan Institute for Data Science Nationally Recognized Data Institute  

The Institute for Advanced Analytics at NC State Nationally Recognized Data Institute 

Stanford Data Science Initiative Nationally Recognized Data Institute 

 
**The Lead Dean’s Letter was placed at the beginning of this application, rather than in the 
appendix. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College of Arts and Sciences 
 

Advanced Computing Center for the Arts and Design 
 

331 Sullivant Hall 
1813 N. High Street 

Columbus, OH 43210 
 

614-292-3416  Phone 
614-292-7776  Fax 

 
accad.osu.edu 

 
September 16, 2016 
 
David Mongeau 
Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State 
020 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 
Dear David, 
 
I write to lend my support for your efforts to create a Data Analytics Institute at Ohio State.  As 
we have discovered, there are many synergies between the Advanced Computing Center for 
the Arts and Design (ACCAD) and TDA@OhioState.  And I believe that that we are important 
partners in efforts to foster new, university-wide collaborative research across academic 
disciplines.   
 
The mission of ACCAD is very similar to that of TDA.  In the late 1980s, a group of ACCAD 
personnel connected with the Ohio Supercomputer Center for the purpose of developing a 
flexible environment for use by supercomputer users to visualize their scientific computational 
data.  In the time since, ACCAD has become internationally recognized as one of the leading 
centers of its kind, distinguished by the transdisciplinary approach to research and teaching 
which is so central to its identity.  
 
Having been invited to provide feedback on your efforts renovating Pomerene Hall, I see 
many opportunities for us to strengthen our partnership.  Chief among them are opportunities 
to greatly improve programming and research spaces available to both ACCAD and TDA 
faculty.  ACCAD is housed in a newly renovated Sullivant Hall, incorporating flexible 
studios/labs for animation, motion capture, interactive design, media production, and mediated 
performance design.  Pomerene Hall will incorporate a similarly flexible design, with team 
spaces and labs designed for hardware, software, and data visualization.  It is easy to see 
how a faculty member from ACCAD might use your labs to build software that could be 
utilized in our motions lab; or how a faculty member from TDA might record human motion in 
our lab and then analyze it with their team in Pomerene. 
 
Together, our spaces will offer unprecedented collaborative think spaces: Places to make, 
create, imagine and, above all, connect.  TDA will become a creative hub for data analytics 
and data science; much in the same way ACCAD is a creative hub for digital arts and 
sciences.  This will significantly boost our capabilities in building external relationships with 
companies and organizations interested in creating, analyzing, and applying data. 
 

  



 

Our new proposal for the Data Visualization Specialization for the Data Analytics program 
establishes a significant connection between ACCAD and TDA that will impact the ways in 
which our students are trained for the future.  We also look forward to being a partner in the 
university-wide Data Analytic Month you’re putting together in November.  I expect that our 
partnership will grow much stronger with the transition of TDA@OhioState into a Data 
Analytics Institute.  Please count ACCAD as a partner. 

 
Best, 

 
Maria Palazzi 
Director of ACCAD 
Professor of Design 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

August 15, 2016 
 
Dear David, 
 
I am excited about your proposal to make TDA@OhioState a formal Data Analytics 
Institute, and want to offer my support.   
 
TDA@OhioState has been a helpful resource and partner for The Big Data & 
Analytics Association (BDAA) during the past year, positively impacting the reach of 
our student organization and the type of programming offered to our members.  
BDAA is the only undergraduate student organization of its kind at Ohio State, with 
over 80 active student members from every college on campus.   We aim to inspire 
students to think analytically, empower them through hands on training, and connect 
them to potential employers, and to become the central communication point for 
faculty and students across disciplines and professionals in the Data Analytics field.   
 
Just in this past semester alone, TDA@OhioState has played a pivotal role in some 
of our most important events. Our networking night held in April gave BDAA officers 
an opportunity to connect with leaders from dozens of local companies.  It was also 
helpful for our members to informally network with these companies and learn more 
about the jobs and internship available locally.  The pre-networking event was 
especially helpful in learning the do’s and don’ts of networking.  I also appreciate the 
commitment your team has made to include BDAA in important events on campus 
like the Data Analytics Month you’re leading.   
 
Beyond your assistance with coordinating these events, we appreciate your ongoing 
commitment to finding our students jobs within the data analytics field. Through the 
various meetings you have held with career services departments across campus, 
we recognize your effort in creating a central talent pipeline for data analytics 
students. As this is a key part of our mission, we are excited to continue to work with 
you on this endeavor. We truly believe becoming a formal institute will help move this 
initiative forward. 
 
I look forward to continuing to partner with TDA@OhioState in the coming year, as 
well as the opportunity to have a dedicated BDAA office in Pomerene Hall near TDA 
research teams.   On behalf of the data analytics student group, I support your 
proposal to become a formal Institute. 
 
Best, 
 

 
Derek Sasthav 
President, Big Data and Analytics Association 
Industrial Engineering Major 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Glenn College of Public Affairs 
 

Page Hall 
1810 College Road 

Columbus, OH 43210 
 

glenn.osu.edu 
 

 
December 5, 2016 
 
Dear Raghu and David, 
 
On behalf of the John Glenn College of Public Affairs, I would like to extend my support for your 
proposal to transition the Translational Data Analytics discovery theme into a Data Analytics Institute.   
 
Data analysis is a critical component of not just research, but core teaching components of all our 
degree programs within the John Glenn College of Public Affairs. Our graduates go on to roles across 
Ohio and around the world. They are U.S. Senators, Judges, Mayors, Inspector General, and Directors. 
But no matter if our students are seeking roles serving a public office, implementing public policies, or 
working at a nonprofit organization, they need to understand data and how to analyze it. For this reason 
alone, the investment being made into TDA@OhioState is a foundational step into advancing analytical 
talent across our college and the university.  
 
The partnership between the John Glenn College of Public Affairs and TDA has already proven to be one 
of worth, and I look forward to seeing this partnership grow as you become a formal Institute. Much like 
the investment made into the Discovery Themes, I believe the creation of a Data Analytics Institute will 
be essential for realizing the long-term impact for TDA was created. You have my full support. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Trevor Brown 
Dean 
brown.2296@osu.edu 
 

mailto:brown.2296@osu.edu




 
 
Mr. David Mongeau 
Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State 
020 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 

Dear David, 

I am pleased to offer my support for establishing a Data Analytics Institute at Ohio State.  Columbus 2020 is proud 
to serve as the economic development organization for the 11-county Columbus Region.  Generating opportunity 
for economic growth is the core of our mission, and we see immense potential for growth in the data science and 
analytics within the Columbus region. 

The Columbus Region is one of the fastest-growing innovation and technology hubs in the nation—growing more 
than 30 percent in the past 10 years.  And the region has become a data center hub for retail, finance and other 
sectors due to low to medium latencies and lower total cost of ownership.  IBM operates the first-of-its-kind 
Analytics Solutions Lab from the Columbus Region, Alliance data employs more than 3,000 employees in the 
region, and Amazon is investing $1.1 billion in central Ohio over three years with new data and distribution 
centers.  Additionally, the Columbus Collaboratory is an advanced technology company focused on driving 
solutions in the areas of big data, analytics and cyber security in the region, bringing together seven organizations 
— American Electric Power, Battelle, Cardinal Health, Huntington Bank, L Brands, Nationwide and OhioHealth.  

These investments and efforts will have a profound impact on our local economy.  While the establishment of a 
Data Analytics Institute at Ohio State would have important implications on campus, it has the potential to have a 
much larger impact in helping turning the region into a national data hub.  Already the state’s largest school, Ohio 
State plays an important role in attracting and retaining businesses in Columbus.  Honda located its American 
manufacturing HQ in Marysville more than 30 years ago in part because of engineering talent at Ohio State.  
Having a similar institute for data analytics at Ohio State could have an untold impact on attracting the world’s 
largest data companies.  

Having worked with you on the April 19th networking event, I have already seen how TDA@OhioState has found 
success in connecting students with employers.  We showed that there is true excitement for data analytics in 
Columbus, attracting more than 70 companies and 70 students.  As 2020 looks to spur further economic 
development in data science and analytics, I count you as an important partner. 

I look forward to working with you and your team as part of Ohio State’s official Data Analytics Institute. 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Kenny McDonald 
President and CEO 
Columbus 2020 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College of Arts and Sciences 
 

Center for Urban and Regional Analysis 
 

0126 Derby Hall 
154 N. Oval Mall 

Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 

614-292-5930 
cura@osu.edu 

26 August 2016 
 
David Mongeau 
Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State 
020 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 
Dear David, 
 
It has been a pleasure to partner with TDA@OhioState.  I believe that there are opportunities 
for the Center for Urban and Regional Analysis (CURA) and TDA to collaborate on data-
driven solutions.  For this reason, I write to lend my support to create a formal Data Analytics 
Institute at Ohio State.   
 
Similar to your own efforts, CURA is designed to bridge gaps across disciplines.  CURA 
specifically addresses spatial analysis capabilities at Ohio State, applicable to economic, social, 
environmental, and health issues in urban and regional settings.  We offer a wide range of 
support services for research that applies to urban and metropolitan areas, rural areas, and 
broader regional issues – including GIS data processing, spatial analysis, and cartographic 
services.  We do so through partnerships with 10 departments and numerous centers on campus 
such as the Institute for Population Research. 
 
Having worked with TDA@OhioState this spring to bring Kristin Tolle to campus, I am excited 
about the opportunity to work with you more closely.   Kristin’s talk on the Data Science 
Initiative in Microsoft Research was well attended, thanks in part to your co-sponsorship and 
efforts to promote to the Discovery Themes community.  We also look forward to being a 
partner in the Data Analytic Month you’re putting together in November.  We were already 
planning an International GIS Day for that month, but we’re excited about expanding the reach 
of the event through a university-wide effort. 
 
On the research side, I see many opportunities to improve how we serve faculty and graduate 
students.  CURA has an unprecedented expertise in spatial analysis on campus – expertise that 
can be leveraged with your efforts to connect data experts across campus.  I could envision 
TDA and CURA bringing faculty together for extramural grants incorporating urban and 
regional analysis.  And when Pomerene Hall opens, it is easy to see how a faculty member 
from CURA might use your lab to visualize their GIS data and then analyze it with an 
interdisciplinary team in Pomerene. 
 



 

I expect that our partnership will only grow stronger with the transition into a Data Analytics 
Institute.   Please count CURA as a partner. 
 
Best, 
 

 
 
Harvey J. Miller, PhD 
Bob and Mary Reusche Chair in Geographic Information Science 
Professor of Geography 
Director, Center for Urban and Regional Analysis (CURA) 



 
 

 

 
 
 
Thursday, August 25, 2016 
 
Mr. David Mongeau 
Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State 
020 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 
Dear David, 
I am very excited about the proposal to create a Data Analytics Institute at Ohio State. As a Translational Data 
Analytics faculty member, who was recruited just last year, the work TDA@OhioState was doing in building the 
data science community on campus showed great promise. Establishing a formal university institute on 
analytics would be of significant value to not only my research, but to the entire campus community. 
 
My research aims to bring together data of multiple types from multiple sources to better understand the impact 
of environmental, social and economics determinants of health. Being part of the TDA community has helped 
my research in the following ways. First, the interactions TDA staff and leadership facilitated with its partners, 
such as the Ohio Supercomputing Center, were immensely helpful in being able to connect with the technical 
staff and experts as I developed multiple proposals in my first year at OSU. Second, the networking 
opportunities provided by TDA at OSU, such as the very first networking session, led to a chance interaction 
with leaders from other Discovery Theme Initiatives at OSU. In just over two months after this interaction, I was 
able to build on this connection and was successfully awarded a seed grant to develop an agent-based model 
for food insecurity in Columbus, OH. Lastly, just mentioning TDA at national conferences/workshops has 
impressed many of my colleagues in terms of the forward-thinking approach of OSU towards “Big Data”.  
 
Related to this last point, a comparison of “Big Data”-related activities at OSU against other universities in the 
US and elsewhere shows a clear and present danger of OSU falling behind despite all the strides it has made 
so far under the Discovery Themes Initiative. This danger arises from the lack of a formal institute in data 
sciences at OSU. A practical consequence of this deficiency is inability or lack of interest among OSU 
researchers to be competitive for NSF/NIH funding under the Big Data to Knowledge Initiative. As well, OSU is 
hampered from being able to contribute to the NSF-funded Midwest Big Data Hub, which consists of many 
other leading universities in the Midwest. Many of these universities have already integrated their faculty within 
data science institutes. These universities are doing a much better job of developing the infrastructure to be 
competitive for research and training grants in Big Data initiatives at NIH precisely because they can show that 
they have the institutional environment to successfully train the next generation of students in Data Analytics.  
 
I sincerely hope that OSU is able to establish the Data Analytics Institute at Ohio State with expediency. As a 
researcher, I am excited for the opportunities that the Institute will bring for both teaching and research.  I fully 
support TDA@OhioState becoming a formal Institute. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Ayaz Hyder, PhD (Assistant Professor in Division of Environmental Health Sciences, College of Public Health) 

College of Public Health 
 

Division of Environmental Health Sciences 
 

404 Cunz Hall 
1841 Neil Ave. 

Columbus, OH 43210 
 

614-247-4936  Phone 
614-292-4053  Fax 

 
 

http://cph.osu.edu/people/ahyder 



 
Office of Research 

 
Industry Liaison Office 

 
190 North Oval Mall 

Suite 019 Bricker Hall 
Columbus, OH 43210 

 
614-292-5701  Phone 

 
ilo.osu.edu 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 21, 2016 
 
 
Mr. David Mongeau and Dr. Raghu Machiraju 
Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State 
020 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 
Dear David and Raghu, 
 
On behalf of the OSU Industry Liaison Office (ILO), I write to offer my support for transitioning 
TDA@OhioState (TDA) into a university-level Institute.  Having been directly involved from the inception 
of both the Discovery Themes (DT) and TDA, I can speak definitively on the unique capabilities and 
opportunities that institute status will provide.   
 
ILO serves as one of the university’s primary partnership building entities with the private sector – 
cultivating and fostering mutually beneficial relationships with organizations worldwide.  We do this by 
aligning Ohio State’s students, researchers, innovations, and assets with partner needs.  An additional 
ILO mission has been to provide the program management co-leadership for the DT focus areas, 
including stewardship of a set of related communities-of-practice (CoP).  The CoPs serve to convene 
Program Managers, Program Coordinators, and clusters of related support staff for the purpose of self-
generating continuing education; creating common philosophy, approach, and tools to further the 
university’s ability to conceive, implement, and deliver ‘next-generation’ pan-university initiatives; and 
capturing of best practices and lessons learned.  Further, ILO is home to resources who are dedicated to 
creating a sustainable knowledge repository of these DT operational elements.  This knowledge 
repository will be instrumental as a resource for guiding the inception and maturation of future OSU pan-
university endeavors focused on team science, thematically guided education, and collaborative 
engagement. 
 
ILO also provides a university-scaled network of expertise and resources to support the DT focus areas.  
We currently provide the DT with expedited access to Ohio State expertise and resources for business 
development (Advancement, Business Information and Mapping, Proposal Development, Sponsored 
Programs, and Technology Commercialization) and operational support (Legal Affairs, Outreach and 
Engagement, Business and Finance, and Administration and Planning).  Within ILO, we support the DT 
focus areas via a collaborative framework that encourages engagement with industry and includes 
industry-friendly intellectual property ownership options for sponsored research projects.  Collectively, this 
model allows the DT focus areas to be nimble and highly responsive to the needs of faculty, students, 
and industry partners. 
 
The Institute will be fully supported by ILO in utilizing all of the above capacities. 
  
Institute status for TDA will provide this transformational initiative with the critical mass and gravitas to 
maintain the faculty, staff, student, and external partner ‘collisions’ required to catalyze transformational 
thinking, create game-changing innovations, teaching, and outreach in the translational data analytics 



sciences, and provide continuous refreshing of the knowledge repository and CoPs that support the 
constellation of OSU ‘next generation’ institutes and centers. It should also be recognized that the DT 
focus areas were conceived, funded, constructed, and nurtured from the bottom-up and top-down; with 
unprecedented levels of investment from departments, colleges, and the university.  An Institute construct 
that is properly conceived will provide a vehicle that can be responsive to the expectations of all of these 
sponsors in equal measure; including the students, faculty, and external partners who will be vested in 
TDA@OhioState. 
 
Lastly, I believe that transitioning TDA@OhioState into a university-level Institute will provide the world 
with a notable, singular reference point at The Ohio State University for the translational data analytics 
powerhouse and foci of thought leadership that we are on course to become; an enterprise that will have 
the ability to continually attract and secure world-renowned recognition, partners, sponsors, and 
investments. 
 
All of this is to say that you have the full support of ILO.  We look forward to continuing and expanding our 
engaged partnership with the proposed Data Analytics Institute at Ohio State. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Daniel A. Kramer, Ph.D., PMP 
Associate Vice President 
Office of Research, Industry Liaison Office 
 





Mathematical Biosciences Institute Division of Natural and Mathematical Sciences
College of Arts and Sciences
362 Jennings Hall
1735 Neil Avenue
Columbus, OH 43210-1174
(614) 688-3519

December 9, 2016

Messrs. Raghu Machiraju and David Mongeau
Translational Data Analytics@Ohio State

Dear Raghu and David:

It has been a pleasure to partner with TDA@OhioState both on your Faculty Advisory Board and as
a head of the Mathematical Biosciences Institute (MBI). I am therefore happy to write to you lending
my support to your initiative of establishing a formal Data Analytics Institute at Ohio State.

Such an Institute would be an instant partner to MBI which also seeks to offer a vigorous program of
research and education although our main focus is on the intersection of Mathematical and Life Sciences,
whereas TDA would focus on the larger issues of data science and analytics. To support its mission,
MBI programs are designed to reinforce and build upon existing research efforts in the mathematical
biosciences. These include emphasis year programs, current topic workshops, education programs, and
research projects – all of which I envision the Data Analytics Institute leveraging to support its own
mission, as well as MBI’s goals.

Our joint workshop last fall is a good example of the types of synergies that exist between MBI and TDA.
Working together, we were able to highlight faculty across the university who are using foundational
data science for translational applications. It simultaneously gave your faculty an opportunity to discuss
their research with peers, while also allowing MBI researchers and students to learn about statistical
analysis application outside the bioscience realm.

At the personal level, as an OSU researcher, I am also excited about the opportunities that the Institute
will bring to my own research projects related to disease modeling and genomic data analysis. My current
affiliation with TDA has been valuable in making new connections and meeting researchers who both
challenged some of my own scientific perspectives, as well as introduced me and my students to new
and exciting areas of modern data science research.

I expect that our partnership will only grow stronger as you become a Data Analytics Institute serving
the entire campus community. Please consider MBI as a strong supporter and a willing partner in your
future endeavors.

Sincerely,

Greg A.Rempala, Ph.D D.Sc
Professor of Biostatistics

Interim Director, MBI





      

  
 

Brian D. Athey, Ph.D. 
Michael A. Savageau Collegiate Professor and Chair 
Department of Computational Medicine & Bioinformatics 
2017F Palmer Commons Building 
100 Washtenaw Ave. 
Ann Arbor, MI. 48109-2218 
(734)615-9292 Phone (734)615-6553 Fax 
bleu@med.umich.edu 
 

                       
 

June 6, 2016 
 
 
Mr. David Mongeau 
Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State 
020 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 
Dear David, 
 
On behalf of the Michigan Institute for Data Science (MIDAS), I am pleased offer my support for 
establishing a Data Analytics Institute at The Ohio State University.   
 
Today, data science is now widely accepted as the fourth mode of scientific discovery, on par with 
theory, physical experimentation, and computational analysis.  Launched in July 2015, MIDAS focuses 
on a wide spectrum of scientific data-focused pursuits for data collection, management, analysis, and 
interpretation.  Similar to your own efforts with Translational Data Analytics @OSU, MIDAS is 
comprised of an interdisciplinary core of ~40 faculty data scientists from multiple schools and colleges, 
representing a wide variety of academic disciplines. The U-M plans on hiring ~ 35 new faculty positions 
in data science over the next four years.  MIDAS will house between 30-40 faculty members on partial 
and renewable research track appointments, made up from currently existing and newly recruited data 
science faculty members. 
 
The MIDAS program focuses on research-intensive projects such as our Data Science Challenge 
Initiatives Program, corporate partnerships through as an industry engagement program, and 
educationally through tight integration of a data science education and training program.  We have 
launched an already successful U-M wide MIDAS Graduate DS Certificate Program, and we have 
nearly 10 online data science courses that we are organizing into an externally facing DS Certificate 
Program. 
 
Your proposal to become a university-backed institute will be critical to your success.  MIDAS is 
supported through the U-M’s Data Science Initiative, a $100 million 5 year investment to enhance 
opportunities for student and faculty researchers across the University to tap into the enormous potential 
of Big Data.  The Data Science Initiative is supported broadly across the University of Michigan, along 
with big data-oriented industry partners. These industry partnerships are essential to MIDAS, its current 
and future Challenge Initiatives, and the University’s investment in data science.    
 
I see numerous opportunities to work with a Data Analytics Institute at Ohio State on collaborative 
research projects.  U-M plays a leading role in the new Midwest Big Data Hub (MBDH)—one of four 
that the National Science Foundation has set up across the nation.  These Hubs aim to develop 
partnerships that will use big data to address region-specific problems, specifically by building multi-
university teams and applying for larger-scale grant opportunities.  I lead a subgroup of the Midwest 
Hub addressing the health sciences, “the so-called MBDH Biomedical Spoke”, in which Ohio State has 

https://email.med.umich.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=eei-4eHLXUePTcD_8df50ZY-hKsb0c8IZJyjJVbKFxGj4k7NszYfERz0J10OLLsAM-LLVNv_920.&URL=mailto%3ableu%40med.umich.edu


significant expertise.  We very much welcome your engagement. Ohio State has also been participating 
in the Transportation Spoke. 
 
The development of a Data Analytics Institute at Ohio State would be invaluable for stimulating 
research, and supporting the data analytics educational mission across our institutions.  I fully support 
your efforts and look forward to the opportunity to partner on developing data-driven solutions.  
 
Please do not hesitate to call my office if I can be of further assistance. I will be watching with great 
interest as you launch the Translational Data Analytics @OSU Institute. 
 
Best, 

 
Brian D. Athey, Ph.D. 
Co-Director, Michigan Institute for Data Science (MIDAS) 
The University of Michigan  
Michael A. Savageau Collegiate Professor and Chair 
Department of Computational Medicine and Bioinformatics 
 
 



North Carolina State University is a land- Institute for Advanced Analytics 
grant university and a constituent institution  901 Main Campus Drive, Suite 230 
of The University of North Carolina Raleigh, North Carolina 27606 

 

 
  Michael Rappa, Goodnight Director 

(919) 513-0480 

michael_rappa@ncsu.edu 

 
June 15, 2016 
 
Mr. David Mongeau 
Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 
Dear David, 
 
I would like to offer my strong support for establishing a Data Analytics Institute at The Ohio State 
University.  As founding director of The Institute for Advanced Analytics at NC State, I can speak 
directly to the impact of this kind of institute for public land-grant universities.   
 
There is an unprecedented amount of data available today which is creating a pressing need for 
professionals with strong quantitative skills coupled with an understanding of how analytics can 
be applied to the critical challenges facing organizations. As land-grant universities, we have a 
responsibility to advance new knowledge and prepare the next generation to conquer complex 
societal challenges. Creating a Data Analytics Institute would significantly enhance Ohio State’s 
ability to do this in the data realm. 
 
Since 2007, our mission at The Institute for Advanced Analytics is to produce the world’s finest 
data analysts.  We provide dedicated high-speed computational resources in support of the 
Institute’s analytics educational programs. We also host important learning workshops and 
events, such as the Foresight Practitioner Conference to be held this October, which will feature 
talks by internationally recognized forecasting experts. Our flagship program, which enrolls 120 
students, is the nation’s first Master of Science in Analytics degree. The Institute was recently 
named one of three finalists for the UPS George D. Smith Prize recognizing excellence in 
preparing students to become practitioners of analytics and operations research. Ninety percent 
of our students have secured job placement by graduation for nine consecutive years. 
 
One of the advantages of being a formal institute at NC State is our ability to attract industry 
partners. SAS was our founding partner, who recognized that the importance of an analytics 
institute is to connect a multidisciplinary group of NC State’s faculty and staff with one of the 
world’s leaders in analytics software. With the help of SAS, we have built a program that regularly 
attracts external partners through a sponsored practicum. Since 2007, our students have 
conducted a wide variety of projects with numerous industry sectors, as well as state and federal 
government agencies and non-profits.  
 
I fully support your efforts and look forward to the opportunity to partner on developing data-
driven solutions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Rappa, Ph.D. 
Goodnight Director, Institute for Advanced Analytics 
Distinguished University Professor of Computer Science 





 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 5, 2016 
 
Mr. David Mongeau 
Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State 
020 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 
Dear David, 
 
I am writing to offer my strong support for establishing a Data Analytics Institute at 
The Ohio State University.  
 
To give you a sense of my background, based on which I assess creation of this 
Institute, I have 13 years of experience in the information technology industry, 
followed by 8 years of experience in academia, and two years in the federal 
government. In particular, I have significant expertise in interdisciplinary work in 
the manufacturing and industrial engineering field – both in industry (via the 
federally-funded SMART project, described below) and within the University 
(through collaborations with faculty in Industrial Systems Engineering, MIS, Public 
Policy and Management, Sociology and the earth sciences). Most recently, I 
managed the DARPA-funded Extreme Scale (ExScal) sensor network project that 
succeeded in building and deploying the largest wireless sensor network to date in 
the world, and am the Associate Director for the Institute for Sensing Systems 
(http://www.iss.osu.edu) at OSU. I have over 19 years’ experience in advanced 
R&D and enterprise systems and product development, and been engaged in 
previous federally funded enterprise technology transfer initiatives (see SMART 
below), and was the chief architect of a configurable, open and cross-platform 
workflow and work-management product. Before launching CETI at OSU, I was 
Vice President of Product Development at Concentus Technology Corp., 
responsible for the product development and competitive positioning of Concentus 
products, where I also held the position of Chief Technology Officer. I believe I 
have had the unique experience of shepherding a new technology from its birth to 
its acceptance in the market - working with development partners such as IBM and 
ComputerVision (CV) Inc. (now part of Parametric Technology Inc.). This product 

 
 

 
Computer Science & Engineering 
395Dreese Labs 
2015 Neil Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43210 

 
Phone (614) 292-5813 
Fax (614) 292-2911 
www.cse.ohio-state.edu 

 



suite has been successfully deployed at companies like Washington Mutual Bank, 
Lockheed-Martin, Caterpillar Inc., WorldCom and Raytheon Corp. I was also 
concurrently (until 1999) involved in government-funded R&D - most notably the 
National Information Infrastructure Integration Protocols (NIIIP) project funded out 
of Vice President Gore's ATP initiative. In this initiative, from 1996 to 2001, I was 
the internal program manager for the SMART project of the NIIIP consortium. The 
goal of this project was to develop advanced technology architectures targeted at 
virtual enterprise problems spanning the engineering and manufacturing domains.  
I teach graduate and undergraduate research, technology strategy and software 
engineering courses at the Ohio State University, and am involved in industry-
relevant and inter-disciplinary curriculum development and enhancement initiatives 
of the Computer Science and Engineering Department. I have 93 refereed 
publications in multiple areas of computer science and in interdisciplinary areas, 5 
book chapters and 3 books, and have been the thesis and dissertation adviser of 67 
graduate students and a close co-adviser of 47 more. Finally, I am currently on 
temporary assignment to the National Science Foundation as a Program Director1. 
These experiences and qualifications are the foundation on which I base this letter. 
 
There are many advantages to positioning TDA@OhioState as a formal university 
institute. Data Analytics shows great promise in bringing in the next wave of 
computational insights to a wide range of areas – the hard sciences, social science 
and economics, health care, defense – needed to address the complex and vast 
issues that will challenge us as a society. One of Ohio State’s greatest strengths is 
the depth and scope of research at our university.  There are very few campuses in 
the country that have teaching hospitals for both veterinary and human medicine, 
statewide extension offices, robust Arts & Sciences majors, and top-ranked business 
and engineering schools all of one campus.  Truly, one of the advantages of our 
university is the ability to collaborate with colleagues in nearly every area of 
science.  
 
Yet, one of the areas with the greatest growth potential, data analytics, remains 
underdeveloped.  This is because data analytics is broad, and exploiting its potential 
requires a commensurately broad and integrative effort, but an effort that also must 
be concentrated – that is, an effort that requires a focal point. This focal point needs 
to have the weight of the University behind it, in order to bring together and support 
tens of diverse faculty and (potentially) hundreds of students across our many 
academic and professional units. This cannot be done by a research group or a 
center; hence the need for an Institute. 
 

                                                        
1 Please note that the views expressed in this letter of support are mine alone - any 
opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed do not reflect the 
views of the National Science Foundation. 



Investing in a university-wide Data Analytics Institute is also a natural step forward 
for Ohio State. Data mining, natural language processing, in-depth analysis, 
software engineering; these are all analytics capabilities that Ohio State has in 
abundance across the colleges. There are several interdisciplinary groups already 
working together in these areas. The Institute will be able to harness these 
capabilities at the necessary scale so as to bring a University-wide capability to 
bear.   
 
Note that this also has important implications for research and for Ohio State’s 
extramural funding. While funding for data science, big data, and analytics has seen 
profound growth nationally, a much wider range of academic and research 
institutions are competing for this funding. Creating a Data Analytics Institute at 
Ohio State would serve to make the university’s efforts in gaining extramural 
funding significantly more competitive. 
 
Finally, a key metric of any University is its research and education rankings. A 
large component of what goes into these rankings is the visibility of our research 
and education. An Institute is clearly better positioned to make our data analytics 
work more visible. 
 
It should be clear that I recommend the committee move forward with establishing 
the Institute. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact me as shown below. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

This is a letter of recommendation for Mr. Hongwei Zhang, with whom I have worked since 
December of 2003.  

My involvement with Mr. Zhang began in the DARPA-NEST research program on wireless 
sensor networks, specifically in project "ExScal" - the largest sensor network built at that 
time. In this project his major responsibilities were two fold: First, to provide real-time and 
reliable data transport over the IEEE 802.11b mesh network of 203 Stargates, he studied in 
detail the IEEE 802.11b link properties (e.g., MAC transmission time and reliability) in the 
presence of bursty event traffic, and accordingly designed and implemented in Linux a 
beacon-free routing protocol LOF (for Learn On The Fly). LOF reduces packet delivery 
latency as well as energy consumption, compared to existing protocols. Second, to reduce 
channel contention and to balance load at the XSM mote network, he assisted in designing 
the routing protocol LGR (for Logical Grid Routing). Note that ExScal reused his prior 
work in its precursor - “The Line in the Sand” - in designing and implementing mechanisms 
to transport, reliably and in real-time, large bursts of data packets from different network 
locations to a base station. To this end, Mr. Zhang had designed the ReliableComm protocol 
that achieved close to optimal network throughput and doubled the packet delivery 
reliability of existing mechanisms in literature.  

My interaction with Mr. Zhang was as the project manager for ExScal, so let me try to give 
an other-than-technical perspective on him. I found him not only technically insightful, but 
an incredibly hard and precise worker, who was, to boot, a pleasure to interact and work 
with. For example, at the end of ExScal, we had the unique, one-time, opportunity to do 
data-collection experiments at scale. Mr. Zhang had not only prepared his experiments 
meticulously, but stayed to run them overnight (and alone) in order to make sure that they 
were completed in the time we had available; this after we had already spent the several 
previous nights in a row getting the final demonstration to DARPA to work. I recommend 
him without reservation – he will be a great asset to wherever he chooses to seek 
employment. 

 

 
Rajiv Ramnath, Ph.D. 
Director, Collaborative for Enterprise Transformation and Innovation 
Professor of Practice, Computer Science and Engineering 
Tel: 614-292-9358 E-mail: Ramnath.6@osu.edu 
 



              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 3, 2016 
 
 
Mr. David Mongeau 
Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State 
020 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 

 

Dear David, 

I am writing to offer my strong support for establishing a Data Analytics Institute at The Ohio 
State University.  As Director of the Stanford Data Science Initiative, I believe the establishment 
of an Institute at Ohio State will have significant and long-lasting benefits for both research and 
teaching. 

Today, researchers are mining data for patterns and trends that lead to new hypotheses.  This 
shift is caused by the huge volumes of data available from web query logs, social media posts 
and blogs, satellites, sensors, and medical devices.  Yet, data-centered research faces many 
challenges.  Future breakthroughs will often require collaborative knowledge drawn from groups 
across universities, much like that comprised with Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State. 

For our part, the Stanford Data Science Initiative (SDSI) works to create opportunities for 
university-wide data science research, shared data and computing infrastructure, shared tools and 
techniques, industrial links, and education.  Our flagship projects in 2015 brought 
interdisciplinary teams together to solve complex challenges ranging from data science for 
personalized medicine to high-performance inference and learning engine.  Stanford’s support of 
SDSI has been foundational to our ability to not only invest in promising research, but also 
attract corporate members such as American Family Insurance, Google, and InfoSys, 
relationships that provide valuable insights on opportunities, problems, and solutions.   

If Ohio State aims to achieve the societal impact promised as part of the Discovery Themes, it 
must invest in a Data Analytics Institute that spans disciplines and drives new corporate-
university partnerships.  The ability to share ideas, tools, and data openly and without barriers is 
essential for research collaboration, which ultimately significantly enhances how data is taught in 
the classroom.  We’ve seen a significant impact in the data science community at Stanford and 
our corporate partners.  I believe a Data Analytics Institute at The Ohio State University would 
enhance their research and teaching missions in innumerable ways.  

Stanford University 
Department of Computer Science 

Hector Garcia-Molina 
Gates Hall, 4A 
Stanford, CA 94305   USA 
Phone: (650) 723-0685 
FAX: (650) 725-2588 
Email:  hector@cs.stanford.edu 
Web:  http://infolab.stanford.edu 
 



 

I fully support your efforts and look forward to the opportunity to partner on developing data-
driven solutions. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Hector Garcia-Molina 
Leonard Bosack and Sandra Lerner Professor 
Departments of Computer Science and Electrical Engineering 
Director, Stanford Data Science Initiative 

 



 

University Libraries 
 

Thompson Library 
1858 Neil Avenue Mall 
Columbus, OH 43210 

 
libraries.osu.edu 

Mr. David Mongeau 
Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State 
020 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 

Dear David, 

The Ohio State University Libraries enthusiastically supports the proposal to establish a Data Analytics 
Institute at the university. We consider TDA@OhioState an important partner in our efforts to foster 
collaborative, interdisciplinary research across Ohio State and would expect our partnership to deepen 
through the creation of a formal institute.  

University Libraries supports the research, teaching and learning needs of students and scholars, throughout 
Ohio and beyond. We strive to provide convenient, ubiquitous resources and services that enable a variety of 
learning styles and research methodologies. A special focus is the Research Commons, which serves as a 
campus hub for collaborative and interdisciplinary research across all fields, especially in the areas of data 
management, digital humanities and geographic information systems (GIS). The Research Commons hosts 
educational workshops, showcases research on campus through lectures and symposia and offers expertise 
through consultations at our 18th Avenue Library facility for faculty, staff, postdoctoral and graduate student 
researchers. So, the connection and potential synergy with the translational data analytics (TDA) discovery 
theme is clear.   

To date, University Libraries has collaborated with TDA in several capacities. Alison Armstrong, Associate 
Director of Research and Education, is a faculty advisory board member for the initiative and leads library 
support for researchers through our collections, services and spaces, with faculty and professionals offering 
expertise and research experience in data management and visualization, assessment, GIS, digital humanities, 
and digital publishing. We have also collaborated on a number of recent events in the Research Commons 
including: TDA@OhioState Research in Progress seminars, several working group meetings and town halls 
and TDA faculty research meetings with industry partners. We look forward to hosting the TDA New Faculty 
Orientation in September and partnering on the university-wide Data Analytics Month being planned for 
November. Planning discussions are underway to develop consultation services in TDA spaces once 
Pomerene Hall renovations are complete, to expand the exposure of research outputs from TDA affiliated 
faculty in the Research Commons and to collaboratively develop services related to data visualization. 

We believe creating a Data Analytics Institute has the potential to enhance and accelerate this important 
partnership. We fully support your efforts and look forward to future opportunities to partner in supporting 
collaborative, interdisciplinary research projects at Ohio State and beyond. 

Sincerely, 

 

Damon E. Jaggars 
Vice Provost and Director of University Libraries 



 

 
December 5, 2016 

Dr. Raghu Machiraju and Mr. David Mongeau 
Translational Data Analytics @ Ohio State 
020 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus OH 43210 
 
RE: Support for TDA Institute 
 
Dear Raghu and David, 
 
On behalf of the College of Engineering, I offer my full support for your proposal to transition 
the Translational Data Analytics discovery theme into a university-level Data Analytics Institute.   
 
Having served on the Discovery Themes (DTI) Executive Team, I’ve had the distinct pleasure 
of contributing to the university’s most ambitious academic effort ever undertaken. 
Foundational to these efforts is building data science and analytics expertise. The College of 
Engineering has benefited from the success of the Translational Data Analytics discovery 
theme, hiring 7 new faculty members and becoming engaged in university-wide data analytics 
scholarship. Twenty-five of our faculty are active members of the TDA community and two 
serve in roles critical to the strategic direction of TDA: as an Interim Director and a Faculty in 
Residence for the Data Commons.   
 
I have particularly enjoyed the opportunity to work with you and your team in the area of 
business development. TDA has been an able, willing and successful partner in engaging 
donors, alumni and potential partners with an interest in data analytics. In particular, your 
efforts to engage Ohio State alum and Engineering friend Dr. Shuzaburo Takeda have been 
especially helpful in building a stronger relationship with his company, his peers in Japan and 
his vast network of contacts throughout the world. 
 
The partnership between the College of Engineering and TDA is indeed very strong and likely 
to grow. Much like the investment made into the Discovery Themes, I see the creation of a 
Data Analytics Institute as necessary for realizing the long-term impact for which the DTI and 
TDA have been designed. Please count me and the College of Engineering among your 
partners in this process as it moves forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David B. Williams, Ph.D., Sc.D. 
Monte Ahuja Endowed Dean’s Chair 
Executive Dean of the Professional Colleges 
Dean of the College of Engineering 

College of Engineering 
 

Office of the Dean 
 

142 Hitchcock Hall 
2070 Neil Avenue 

Columbus, OH 43210 
 

614-292-2836 Phone 
614-292-9615 Fax 

 
engineering.osu.edu 



 

 

 

December 20, 2016 
 
 
 
TO:  Raghu Machiraju and David Mongeau 
 
FROM:  Karla Zadnik 

   
Dean, College of Optometry 
Executive Dean, Health Sciences Colleges 

 
RE:  Data Analytics Institute 
 
 
On behalf of The Ohio State University College of Optometry, I offer my support for the 
proposed transition of the Translational Data Analytics discovery theme into a more formal Data 
Analytics Institute. 
 
I have been involved in the Discovery Themes Initiative from its formation, most notably as part 
of its Executive Team since 2015 as the lead dean of the Health and Wellness Discovery 
Themes. We often say that building data science and analytics expertise is foundational to the 
success of all the DTI focus areas, but it is also foundational to the success of research within 
the colleges. 
 
In optometry and vision science, our research is dependent on having analytical experts and the 
resources needed to translate data into results. In my own research, for example, that includes 
using massive amounts of data to understand the effects of myopia in development in children. 
Without analytical experts to consult with or campus resources for data collection and analysis, 
many of our scientists would find their studies stymied.  
 
The relationship between the College of Optometry and Translational Data Analytics is definitely 
one that will be beneficial to students and faculty alike, and I eagerly await the growth in our 
partnership. I believe the transition for the Translational Data Analytics Discovery Theme into a 
Data Analytics Institute is crucial for realizing the long-term and wide-spread impact for which 
the Discovery Themes and Translational Data Analytics were designed.  
 

Please accept this letter as a statement of partnership from the College of Optometry and me as 
you pursue this transition. 

 

 

College of Optometry 
Office of the Dean 

 
A401 Starling-Loving Hall 
338 West Tenth Avenue 

Columbus, OH 43210 
 

614-292-6603 Office 
614-580-7267 Cell 
614-292-4705 Fax 

 
zadnik.4.osu.edu 
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