
 
 

 

 
TO:  University Senate 

FROM: Jeff Ford, Chair 
   Senate Rules Committee 

 DATE:  September 26, 2013 

RE:  Proposed changes to rules 3335-8-16, -17, and -18 

 
WHEREAS, rules 3335-8-16, -17, and -18 cite specific numbers that do not consider programmatic goals 
or requirements, that do not distinguish between courses intended for undergraduate students, honors 
students, graduate students, or professional students; and 

WHEREAS, the rules for the numbering of courses has changed; and 

WHEREAS, the responsibility to determine class size rests with the individual unit and college; and 

WHEREAS, with the conversion from quarters to semesters, the course catalog have been purged of 
courses that have not been offered for some time and the "limbo" category of courses has been 
eliminated; and 

WHEREAS, there is a general desire, particularly within the Registrar's office, that such courses "in 
limbo" not be permitted to accumulate in the future; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal was reviewed and approved by the Senate Rules and Steering Committees at 
their meetings on September 26, 2013, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the University Senate approves the proposed changes to 
faculty rules 3335-8-16, 3335-8-17, and 3335-8-18, and respectfully request the concurrence of the Board 
of Trustees, said proposal to be effective as approved by the Board of Trustees. 
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3335-8-16 Cancellation of courses 

(A) The chair of a department or director of an instructional unit, in consultation with the dean of the 
college and with timely notification, may cancel any course that has not enrolled sufficient numbers of 
students to warrant its offering. That number of students should usually be less than fifteen, but courses 
enrolling fewer than fifteen may be offered if sufficient resources and programmatic justifications 
exist.  When such a course is cancelled, the dean or director shall notify the office of the university 
registrar who shall promptly inform all enrolled students and insert notice of its cancellation in the master 
schedule.  

(B) The university registrar will monitor the frequency of course offerings, identify those that have not 
been offered for three consecutive years, and inform the dean of the appropriate college.  The dean and 
the chair or director of the relevant instructional unit will decide whether to remove that course from the 
course bulletin prior to the next academic year. 

3335-8-16 Cancellation of elective courses. 

As promptly as possible and appropriate, the office of the university registrar shall report to the dean of 
the college or director of the school having charge of the department or program concerned all elementary 
elective courses (those numbered below 300) in which fewer than twelve students are enrolled and all 
elective advanced undergraduate courses (those numbered 300 and above) in which fewer than eight 
students are enrolled. The dean or director shall cancel every such course unless the department or 
program can show adequate reason why it should be given. When such a course is cancelled, the dean or 
director shall notify the office of the university registrar, who shall insert in the official bulletin a notice 
of its cancellation.  

3335-8-17 Regulations for the control of course offerings.   

(A) The regulations applicable to classes in the 000, 100, and 200 groups are:   (1) A course offered only 

once during the three quarters of the regular academic year which has failed to secure an average 
enrollment of fifteen for the last two times it was given shall be withdrawn from the catalogue or limited 
to alternate years.   

(2) A course offered during two quarters of the regular academic year which has failed during the 
preceding year to secure a total enrollment of forty shall be offered during one quarter only.   

(3) A course offered during three quarters of the regular academic year which has failed during the 



 
preceding year to secure a total enrollment of seventy-five shall be withdrawn for one quarter, and, if the 
total enrollment is less than forty, it shall be withdrawn for two quarters.   

(4) If an elective course during a current quarter fails to secure an enrollment of twelve, it shall be 
withdrawn for that quarter despite the fact that its record of enrollment during the preceding year permits 
its listing under paragraph (A)(1), (A)(2), or (A)(3) of this rule. (See rule 3335-8-16 of the Administrative 
Code.)   

(B) The regulations applicable to classes in the 300, 400, 500, 600, and 700 groups are: 

(1) A course offered only once during the three quarters of the regular academic year which has failed to 
secure an average enrollment of ten for the last two times it was given shall be withdrawn from the 
catalogue or limited to alternate years.   

(2) A course offered during two quarters of the regular academic year which has failed during the 
preceding year to secure a total enrollment of twenty-five shall be offered during one quarter only.   

(3) A course offered during three quarters of the regular academic year which has failed during the 
preceding year to secure a total enrollment of forty-five shall be withdrawn for one quarter, and if the 
total enrollment is less than twenty-five, it shall be withdrawn for two quarters.   

(4) If an elective course during a current quarter fails to secure an enrollment of eight, it shall be 
withdrawn for that quarter despite the fact that its record of enrollment permits its listing under paragraph 
(A)(1), (A)(2), or (A)(3) of this rule. (See rule 3335-8-16 of the Administrative Code.)   

(C) A course withdrawn or suspended under these rules may be restored by following the procedure for 
introduction of new courses.   

(D) This rule does not apply to minor and major research problem courses, to honors courses, or to 
courses in which special types of instruction or equipment, or limited laboratory facilities, require that, 
without reference to expense, classes be smaller than those provided for by this rule. All exceptions of 
these types must be authorized by the council on academic affairs each year.    (E) Courses for which 

there is inherently a limited demand, but which are essential to the university's program, may be 
exempted from these regulations, in whole or in part, by the council on academic affairs. Each such 
course shall be considered annually upon its individual merits.  

(F) The graduate professional colleges may formulate rules to govern the control of their course offerings, 
subject to the approval of the council on academic affairs.   



 
3335-8-18 Standards for number of class sections.   

The standards to be applied to the formation of class sections in a course are: 

(A) When the registration in a course for a particular quarter is less than twenty-five students, it shall be 
taught in one section only.   

(B) When the registration in a course for a particular quarter is less than fifty and more than twenty-five 
students, it shall be taught in not more than two sections.   

(C) When the registration in a course for a particular quarter exceeds fifty students, the sections into 
which it is divided must be so formed that no section has less than twenty students.   

(D) Where specialized methods of instruction are employed or where there are peculiar difficulties in 
student schedules, the application of these rules may be modified by the chair of the department and the 
dean of the college or the director of the school upon approval of the executive vice president and 
provost.   

(E) The graduate professional colleges may formulate rules to govern the formation of class sections, 
subject to the approval of the council on academic affairs. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 


